
Fighting Grand Corruption and State Capture: 
Human Rights-Based Tools and Strategies

The Robert and Helen Bernstein Institute for Human Rights at NYU School of Law and The Due Process of Law 
Foundation are pleased to invite you to a discussion of Fighting Grand Corruption and State Capture: Human 
Rights-Based Tools and Strategies, including insights from a new book, “Fighting Grand Corruption: Transnational 
and Human Rights Approaches in Latin America and Beyond”.

Thursday, October 23, 6:15-8pm
NYU School of Law: Furman Hall, 245 Sullivan Street, Room 212

Doors open at 6pm, light refreshments will be served before and after the panel.
RSVP required: https://forms.office.com/r/RX95UUKxZY

Grand corruption – the systemic, large-scale, and top-down misappropriation of public resources for private gain – 
remains a pervasive problem around the world. It disrupts the ability of governments to educate, feed, and care for 
their people. It undermines human rights, perpetuates impunity, and erodes trust in government and the judiciary. It 
feeds anger, authoritarianism, and insurgency. The panel will discuss key trends as well as efforts in Latin America 
and elsewhere to address grand corruption and related state capture through litigation and advocacy, focusing on 
strategies – including several learned from human rights campaigns - that hold new promise for advancing accoun-
tability and catalyzing enduring change.

Moderator: 

Margaret Satterthwaite 
Faculty Director of the Robert and Helen Bernstein Institute for Human Rights at NYU School of 
Law; and UN Special Rapporteur on the Independence of Judges and Lawyers.

Speakers: 
Naomi Roht-Arriaza
Distinguished Professor of Law (emerita) at the University of California School of Law, San 
Francisco; President of the Board of the Due Process of Law Foundation; and a member of 
the Coordinating Committee of the UN Convention Against Corruption Civil Society Coalition.  
Author of the book: “Fighting Grand Corruption: Transnational and Human Rights Approaches 
in Latin America and Beyond”, where she explores how corruption has changed, and how new 
anti-corruption thinking, especially in Latin America, centers human rights, victims’ access 
to justice, and reparations. Roht-Arriaza shows how activists have used outside pressure and 
support for local actors where state institutions have been captured and foregrounds anti-co-
rruption considerations in dealing with transitional justice and atrocity crimes. 

Michael Posner  
Jerome Kohlberg Professor of Ethics and Finance at NYU’s Stern School of Business. He is the 
Director of the Center for Business and Human Rights at the School, the first-ever human rights 
center at a business school. Previously, Posner served in the Obama Administration from 2009-
2013 as Assistant Secretary of State for the Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor. In 
2010 he chaired the Voluntary Principles on Security and Human Rights. From 1978 to 2009, he 
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led Human Rights First, a New York-based human rights advocacy organization. Throughout 
his career, Posner has been a prominent voice in support of human rights protections in global 
business operations in the manufacturing supply chain, the extractives industry, and the infor-
mation and communications technology sector.

Aryeh Neier
President emeritus of the Open Society Foundations, where he served as president from 1993 
to 2012. He previously led Human Rights Watch as executive director for 12 years, after co-foun-
ding the organization in 1978, and earlier spent 15 years at the American Civil Liberties Union, 
including eight as national executive director. He has authored seven books, contributed to 
hundreds of articles and op-eds, and taught at universities, including New York and Georgetown 
universities, and Sciences Po in Paris. He has received seven honorary degrees and numerous 
awards from organizations around the world.
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