
Venezuela Presidential Election: International Organizations Call on Authorities to
Guarantee Transparency

July 30, 2024

Nine signatory international organizations condemn the lack of transparency in the announced
results of Venezuela’s July 28 presidential elections. This lack of clarity raises serious questions
about the fairness and integrity of the election, leading to widespread doubts about the
credibility of the claim that Venezuelans awarded Nicolás Maduro a third presidential term.
Given this situation, the international community should insist that Venezuelan authorities
immediately ensure and facilitate an independent verification process of the election results.

On July 28, Venezuelans participated massively and peacefully in the presidential election,
demonstrating an inspiring commitment to democratic principles. This occurred despite the
electoral process being severely marred by human rights violations and irregularities, including
arrests of opposition members, arbitrary disqualifications of opposition candidates, arbitrary
restrictions imposed on Venezuelans to vote abroad and young people, and efforts to further
restrict civic space. Venezuelans deserve elections where every vote is counted, accurately and
transparently.

Based on the right of the Venezuelan people to participate in fair elections, Venezuela’s National
Electoral Council (Consejo Nacional Electoral, CNE - in Spanish) should immediately:

1. Make available the totality of the tally sheets to all Venezuelan citizens and to national
and international election observers as required under Venezuelan law. The CNE should
publish the data by state, municipality, parish, voting center, and polling station; and
review possible discrepancies in the results of the public tally sheets.

2. Complete the electoral audit and citizen verification processes as required by law with
the purpose of reconciling the voting receipts with the data registered in the Scrutiny
Report issued by each polling station. The audit should be public and the process
verifiable.

Until these conditions are met and Venezuelans’ right to transparent information about the
electoral process is fulfilled, the international community should refrain from recognizing the
announced outcome. Governments and international and regional intergovernmental
organizations should use every diplomatic tool at their disposal to call on Venezuelan authorities
to conduct a fair and transparent vote count that respects the right of Venezuelans to vote in
elections “guaranteeing the free expression of the will of the electors” and effectively choose
their political future.

Additionally, the Carter Center and the UN Panel of Electoral Experts, as the only international
technical observation missions accredited by the CNE, should have access to all the information
of the electoral process in order to proceed with their impartial reports in accordance with the
memorandums of understanding agreed by each organization with the Venezuelan authorities.

https://www.wola.org/2023/07/upcoming-elections-provide-important-opportunity-venezuela-lack-guarantees-deepens-concerns/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-civil-and-political-rights


Failure by Venezuelan authorities to ensure a full and transparent account of the election
results, as required by Venezuelan law, risks the loss of vital channels of diplomatic
engagement and renewed regional and international isolation, with potentially dire
consequences for Venezuelans inside and outside the country.

Between July 26 and 29, local organizations reported documenting over 130 arbitrary arrests,
as well as confirmed and potential unlawful deaths. These arrests have taken place in a context
of harassment, persecution, and criminalization that marked the electoral campaign.

Finally, we call for the immediate release of arbitrarily detained individuals, respect for due
process guarantees, and the non-criminalization of opposition leaders and citizens exercising
their right to peaceful protest. We also urge the utmost respect for their rights to freedom of
assembly, freedom of expression, liberty, and security of person and to freedom of movement.
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https://x.com/alfredoromero/status/1818298850588725400
https://cepaz.org/rec-en-venezuela-ha-aumentado-la-violencia-politica-en-el-contexto-electoral/

